Altham St. James CE Primary School

Accessibility Plan

Our Mission Statement is at the heart of everything we do
Living our lives as Jesus wants us to

e Be the best that we can be
e Respect the world and everyone in it
e Love, Forgive and reconcile

John 15:12 Love each other as | have loved you

INTRODUCTION

Altham St. James CE School has been described as being a ‘welcoming and caring
environment’. We want all children to enjoy school, to be challenged to achieve their very
best, and to consider their time at the school as their own ‘Learning Journey’. We are
committed to giving all of our children every opportunity to achieve the highest of
standards. We do this by taking account of pupils’ varied life experiences and

needs.

We offer a broad and balanced curriculum and have high expectations for all children. The
achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our children matter.

PURPOSE OF PLAN

This plan shows how Altham School intends, over time, to increase the

accessibility of our school for disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and visitors.



DEFINITION OF DISABILITY
A person has a disability if he/she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial
and long-term adverse affect on his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

AREAS OF PLANNING RESPONSIBILITY

e Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum (this
includes teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the school such
as participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or
school visits).

e Improving access to the physical environment of schools (this includes
improvements to the physical environment of the school and physical aids
to access education)

e Improving the delivery of written information to disabled pupils (this will
include planning to make written information that is normally provided by
the school to its pupils available to disabled pupils. The information
should take account of pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and parents’
preferred formats and be made available within a reasonable timeframe.

CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION

Altham School is on one site, is one storey and has wheelchair access throughout. There is a
main building and two Modular buildings (one of which is used by the Reception Class and
the other by the mixed Year 5/ 6 class. There is an access toilet in the main building and in
one of the Modular classrooms.

Access to the main school building is via an entrance and exit without steps. The main
entrance to the School also has level access with non -automatic doors.

At present we have no wheelchair dependent pupils, parents or members of staff although
we do have one wheelchair dependent student who comes in to school twice a week.
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE SCHOOL

Provision at Altham School will be negotiated and all reasonable measures will be taken to
improve access to the physical environment of the school when a pupil’s specific needs are
known. We have a wide range of equipment and resources available for day to day use. We
keep resource provision under constant review. The schools Improvement planning process

is the vehicle for considering such needs on an annual basis.
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IMPROVING THE DELIVERY OF WRITTEN INFORMATION TO DISABLED PUPILS

This will include planning to make written information that is normally provided by the
school to its pupils available to disabled pupils. Examples might include hand-outs,
textbooks and information about school events. The information should take account of

pupils’ disabilities and pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats and be made available within a




reasonable timeframe.

In planning to make written information available to disabled pupils we again need to
establish the current level of need and be able to respond to changes in the range of need.
The school will need to identify agencies and sources of such materials to be able to make
the provision when required. The schools ICT infrastructure will enable us to access a range
of materials supportive to need.
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